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Panel Discussion on  
“The Politics of Research” 

 

22–23 November 2016 
 
This two-day panel discussion provides a space for scholars and 
researchers engaged in writing about politics and policies to discuss 
their own experiences in navigating the tensions or conflicts that may 
arise from having different audiences, different accountabilities (to 
academia, to social groups we research, to the sections of the state or 
other institutions we work with), different belongings etc. Sometimes 
these are not tensions but rather different positions being taken as an 
engaged academic, towards different sections of the state, NGOs, 
movements etc.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday 22 November 
 

09h30–10h00 Tea/coffee on arrival 
 

10h00-10h15  Introduction to the panel – Claire Bénit-Gbaffou (SoAP 
& CUBES, Wits) 

 

10h15-11h15  Writing as an activist, writing as an academic, writing 
as a consultant: practices of the state at Baragwanath 
Hospital - Karl von Holdt (Society, Work and 
Development Institute - SWOP, Wits) 

 

11h15-12h15  Activist, official, and academic on the politics of water 
delivery in South African metros - Laila Smith (CLEAR-
AA, Wits School of Governance) 

 

12h15-12h45   Wrap up – Sarah Charlton & Glyn Williams (SIID, 
Sheffield) 

 

Programme 
 
 

 



 
12h45-13h45   LUNCH 
 
13h45-14h45  The politics of writing on local government through 

history - Noor Nieftagodien (South African Research 
Chair in Local Histories and Present Realities, Wits) 

 
14h45-15h45  Navigating antagonism and constructive criticism- two 

cases of studying parts of the JHB City Council - Claire 
Bénit-Gbaffou  

 

15h45-16h30   Wrap up –Boitumelo Matlala (SoAP & CUBES, Wits) & 
Glyn Williams (SIID, Sheffield)  

 
 

Wednesday 23 November  
  
08h00–08h30 Tea/coffee on arrival 
 
8h30- 08h45  Introduction to the panel – Kate Tissington (SoAP & 

CUBES, Wits) 
 

08h45-9h45   The politics of writing on the Swati state – Fana 
Sihlongonyane (SoAP & CUBES, Wits) 

 

09h45-10h45  Navigating state politics and engagement, when 
researching on the state – Ivor Chipkin (PARI) 

 

10h45-11h00  Tea break 
 

11h00-12h00  The politics of Gender Based Violence activism, 
research and policy formulation - Lisa Vetten (Wits 
Institute for Social and Economic Research – WiSER, 
Wits) 

 
12h00-13h00  The politics of writing and engaging the state on its 

RDP housing policy - Sarah Charlton (SoAP & CUBES, 
Wits) 

 

13h00-13h15  Wrap up – Claire Bénit-Gbaffou & Glyn Williams 
 

13h15-14h15  LUNCH 


